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Achieving NET ZERO in schools

	
	
	

	Heating
	Moderate Boiler Room settings

Keep doors shut in winter

Insulate cavity walls and loft voids

	Refinement to 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. heating and 5 days per week only to save about £4,800 for primary schools and £21,600 for secondary schools (assuming gas is at 10p per KhW (currently at 15p). These timings could reduce heating hours by 49% and gas usage by 24%

Reducing the heating temperature by 1 degree centigrade can save up to 10% on heating costs.
Reducing the heating time by 1 hour a day (30 mins morning and 30 mins evening) can reduce heating costs by up to 10%

If the heating system is being run ineffectively, rooms can overheat and occupants open windows to reduce the temperature. Thermostatic Radiator Valves (TRVs) should be maintained so settings can be adjusted to the correct temperature. The recommended temperature for a classroom is 18 degrees.



	Lighting
	Switch to LED lightbulbs 
Use natural sunlight
Use sensors to keep lights off when not in use
	Motion sensors that can be fitted to lighting systems cause the lights to come on when movement is detected. They are a good idea in cupboards and toilets where there is no natural daylight. 
Installing them in areas where there is natural daylight can result in lights coming on unnecessarily when there is sufficient natural daylight. If motion sensors are to be fitted a recommendation would be to fit them in conjunction with lux, or light level, sensors that will only activate the lights if the level of natural light is below a certain level. Ensure that your school has instructions for turning lights off during holidays. 


	Classroom / Office/ Staffroom Appliances
	Use smart switches or connecting strips to power off IT equipment automatically or easily
	School opening hours can be less than 2,000 hours per year meaning they’re unoccupied for 5,000 – 6,000 hours a year. If electrical items are left on, out of hours, this causes a major waste of energy. 


	Clothing
	
	Encourage staff and pupils to wear more clothes if they’re cold rather than turning the heating up.

	Footwear
	
	

	Renewable Energy
	Solar PV – payback in less than 2 years

	

	Exercise
	Always warms one up!
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	If you have EV chargers ensure you up the rate that you charge at! Same for lettings/ recharges

	

	Audits
	Consider audits for unnecessary energy use
	· Evening/weekend checks
· 24/7 time switches on devices 
· Pupil audits for lights left on unnecessarily
· What isn’t needed to be on in evenings/weekends
· Look for faults/ leaks/ breakages/ uninsulated pipework





With prices going up the cost of leaving appliances on has almost doubled...
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What is the cost of leaving your appliances on?
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