Points and questions for discussion:
Given the importance of securing automaticity with transcription, it may be sensible to secure the high-quality teaching of this first, while developing plans for the broader elements of writing, particularly teaching about sentences?

Teachers must ensure that letter formation is secure before text gets any longer?

Joined handwriting should not be taught until pupils can form un-joined letters correctly and consistently?

What is meant by ‘mastering transcription’? And the foundations for writing?
We need a collective understanding of these

What do you think about comparisons between decoding and transcription?

Do you agree that ‘Emergent writing’ is not a necessary stage that children have to go through before they can be taught to write letters and words?

Dictation – for constructing sentences and spelling?

Writing must be taught separately from reading?
· Teachers will want to use the interdependence of reading and writing to support teaching but this must not come at the expense of pupils’ enjoyment of reading. 
· ‘If the reading in English lessons is merely transactional, undertaken only because it leads to writing or illustrates how a language feature works, the short-term goals are in danger of jeopardising the longer-term benefits of sustained reading’. In KS2 pupils should be taught to discuss and draw on existing texts as part of planning their writing but these should be separate from the books read for pleasure in class. 
· Distinguish between reading for reading and analysing for writing
So, what do we understand ‘separately’ to mean?

If the research about writing isn’t robust, why place so much significance on it?
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